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DETAILED ACTION 
Remarks 

1. The Amendment filed on 18- April -2006 has been received and entered. Claims 1-17 are 
now pending. 

Reasons for Allowance 

2. Claims 1-17 are allowed over the prior art made of record. 

3. The following is a statement of reasons for allowance: 

The Closest prior art made of record de TEtraz et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,073,138) teaches 
synchronizing local contact list with a shared central database of contacts to keep up-to-date 
sphere of influence of one's personal and professional contacts. 

The prior art of record (de TEtraz et al. -U.S. Patent No. 6,073,138) does not disclose, 
teach, or suggest the claimed limitations of (in combination with all other features in the claim ), 
second identifying common contacts among said second compared contacts; and generating and 
storing a common contacts list in a common contacts database, the common contacts list defining 
yet another distinct set, as claimed in claims 1, and 12. 

Claims 2-3, and 13-14 are allowed over the prior art made of record, because they are 
dependent fi-om the allowed independent claims 1, and 12, respectively, and are fiirther limiting 
and definite. 
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The prior art of record (de TEtraz et al. -U.S. Patent No. 6,073,138) does not disclose, 
teach, or suggest the claimed limitations of (in combination with all other features in the claim) , 
generating and storing in a common contacts database a contact list defining yet another distinct 
set and contained said matched contacts, the conmion contacts list defining yet another distinct 
set, as claimed in claim 4. 

Claim 5 is allowed over the prior art made of record, because it is dependent fi-om the 
allowed independent claim 4, and is fiuther limiting and definite. 

The prior art of record (de TEtraz et al -U.S. Patent No. 6,073,138) does not disclose, 
teach, or suggest the claimed limitations of (in combination with all other features in the claim) , 
providing a visual hyperlink for each matching contact produced by said comparing step, 
wherein said hyperlinked matching contacts define a third set, as claimed in claims 6, and 17. 

The prior art of record (de TEtraz et al. -U.S. Patent No. 6,073,138) does not disclose, 
teach, or suggest the claimed limitations of (in combination with all other features in the claim) , 
a common contact list resulting fi-om the comparison and defining yet another distinct set 
comprising contacts matched by said comparator, said matching contacts being stored in a 
common contacts database, as claimed in claim 7. 
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Claims 8-1 1 are allowed over the prior art made of record, because they are dependent 
from the allowed independent claim 7, and is further limiting and definite. 

The prior art of record (de TEtraz et al. -U.S. Patent No. 6,073,138) does not disclose, 
teach, or suggest the claimed limitations of (in combination with all other features in the claim ), 
comparing contacts in said exchanged contact lists to identify matching contacts; and storing said 
matched contacts in a common contact list, said common contact list defining an additional 
distinct said of contacts, said matching contacts being stored in a common contacts database, as 
claimed in claim 15. 

4. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the Issue Fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the 
Issue Fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier conraiunications from the 
examiner should be directed to Neveen Abel-Jahl whose telephone number is 571-272-4074. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30AM-5:30PM EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey A. Gaffin can be reached on 571-272-4146. The fax phone nimiber for the 
organization where this apphcation or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
appUcations is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Neveen Abel-Jalil 
May 8, 2006 



